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Dear Brothers in the Lord,

We are still in the first days of the New Year 2007. Let me begin by wishing each of you the singular grace
that St. Ignatius sought for his minima societas—the grace of being placed with His Son and an outpouring of
His bounteous love at Pongal.

We began the year-long celebration of the Triple Jubilee of our Founding Fathers with pilgrimages to Santhome
Basilica, Mylapore, and Manapad. We held its grand finale on December 3rd at Loyola, Chennai, and
commemorated the Jubilee of the Madurai Mission and its founder De Nobili on December 8th in Madurai. In your
name, let me thank the communities that organized these events.

| have gone round the Province twice so far and, during my visits, sensed a great desire for renewal and
return to our way of proceeding as exemplified in St. Ignatius and his First Companions. In consultation with you
all, I constituted the Province Animation Team (PAT) and the work got underway. | intended this exercise to be
the centrepiece of the Jubilee celebrations in the Province. The Province responded enthusiastically and enabled
the Animation Team to coordinate the collective soul searching into “what hinders us as a group from living up to
our ideals as Companions and Friends in the Lord?” The culmination of this exercise was the Province Assembly
(December 27-28) followed by the Province Congregation (December 28-31).

The Province Assembly was very well attended. There were seniors, too, among the 280 participants: Fr.Vara
from La Reunion, Fr. Archambeaud, Br. Aaron, to name only a few, epitomizing the enthusiasm that characterized
the Assembly. Fr. Moolel was there, too, after his eye operation praying that we might all see with the eyes of
God: “,q;F fz;ghh;it je;jha;! vq;Fk; cd; ghh;it jh!! "

The mood at the Assembly was clearly and unmistakably upbeat and participation of the members was intense,
interventions meaningful, emotional rhetoric minimal.

The Assembly considered and adopted with modifications the Action Plans presented by the PAT team. The
Action Plans themselves came out of the deliberations in our communities and addressed issues of life in the
Spirit and the dispositions and practices that go with it. The Assembly recommitted itself to the Province’s
preferential option and love for the poor, the Dalits, especially, Dalit Christians. To actualize it, the Assembly
declared Chennai Mission as a “priority in terms of personnel and finance” and endorsed its Master Plan with
some modifications. The Province Office will soon send you the full report of the Province Assembly and the
Action Plans. All we need now to do is to put them into practice with the same openness and generosity with
which we adopted them and keep celebrating the goodness bestowed on us as ‘companions in the Lord’.




I must thank the Province Animation Team, the Chennai Mission Team, Fr. Pradeep Sequeira from Karnataka
who accompanied us during the Assembly and the community of St. Joseph’s, Tiruchi, particularly, the organizing
committee that provided logistics support to both the Province Assembly and the Province Congregation.

The Province Congregation, once again, considered weighty matters and is sending as many as seven
postulates to our 35th General Congregation (GC 35) that is to start on the eve of the Lord’'s Epiphany, on
January 5, 2008, in Rome. Our delegates are: Frs. Jerry Rosario and Sebasti L. Raj . We have three substitutes
one for each of the delegates including myself (Frs. P. Francis Xavier Perianayagam, Fr . S. Arockiam and Fr .
A. Joseph Xavier).

As you know, Madurai is the biggest Province in the South Asian Assistancy and fifth largest in the world. On
January 1, 2005, we were 500. With one from Andhra applied to our Province and 29 of ours applied to and
eligible to attend PCs of other provinces, the effective total was 472 or 2.38% of the total number of Jesuits in the
world (19,850 at the last count). A Province having (2.4% to less than 3.2%) is eligible to send three delegates;
we were just below that cutoff percentage. My own preference is that we stay that way!

We need to reverse the recent trend of decreasing number of Madureans in other provinces. This year ours
are present only in 19 other provinces (down from 26 just last year!). Requests are pending from Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Brazil, Guyana, Myanmar, Puerto Rico, Indonesia, not to speak of our North Indian Provinces. With every
fifth person holding a PhD and every second person having post-graduate plus academic qualification, we need
to send more “export quality” Jesuits on mission assignments.

In this connection, | am happy to inform you that | will be away visiting our men in Kenya, Zambia and
Zimbabwe from January 12 to February 1, 2007, both days inclusive. During my absence Fr. A. Arulanandam,
Socius, will be the Acting Provincial. Communication with me through email will still be possible.

We are approaching that time of the year when the status for the next academic year will have to be finalized.
| invite proposals and requests from Local Superiors/Team Leaders (and individuals, too) regarding any transfers
and movement of personnel. Even if these had been taken up with me during the canonical visitation, a reminder
now would be timely.

With renewed wishes for a peace-filled New Year,

Your brother in Christ,

M. Devadoss, S.J.

PROVINCIAIS PROGRAMME

Jan

07 Dindigul: Consult

09-11 Delhi: Visitation Vidyajyoti, ISl

12-03 Feb. To Africa: Visiting ours in Kenya, Zambia and Zimbabwe
Feb 05 Chennai: Consult

07 Dindigul: arrival




SEMINAR FOR BROTHERS
Topic: Glimpses of the Ignatian World (Constitutions, Discernment, and Autobiography)
Fr. Pavulraj Michael
English
15— 18 Feb 2007 (Thu — Sun)
Satyodayam Retreat House, Secunderabad.
29 Jan 2007
Rs. 200/- per day;
Rs. 200/- per head.
Br. A. Thomas, Satyodayam, 12-5-33, South Lallaguda,
Tarnaka, Secunderabad — 500 017.
Email: athomassj@yahoo.com
Ph: (personal) 040-27005978; (cell) 09440667244

Resource Person:

Language:

Date:

Venue:

Last Date to Book :

Fees: Board and Lodge
Course fee and remuneration:
Contact Address:

A COURSE ON: Financial Administration in the Society of Jesus

Fr. Robert Grimm

Asst. Treasurer General, Society of Jesus

23" (starts at 9:00 a.m.) and 24" January 2007
Loyola Mandir, Bangalore

Resource Person:

Date:
Venue:
Please Contact:

Fr. Charles Lasrado , Loyola Mandir, 96, Lavelle Road,
Bangalore — 560 001,
E-Mail:

charleslasrado@yahoo.com
(or) provincetreasurer@gmail.com

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSA has appointed:

Fr. Alex Mascarenhas (JAM) convener,
Conference of Jesuit Treasurers,

Fr. Victor Edwin (DEL), Secretary for Dialogue.

AN APPEAL: The Bishop of Kazakastan(former
USSR), is looking for a volunteer Jesuit priest,
primarily to offer spiritual care to Missionaries
of Charity (MC) Sisters stationed in different
locations. Must be ready to travel around.
Transports are good. Learning Russian would be
an advantage. Ministry in English to begin with.
Apply to the Provincial.

ARRUPE YEAR: On November 14, Jesuits the
world over will happily celebrate the first birth
centenary of our Beloved Father ARRUPE. We
will all do well if we remember the great man in
a fitting manner. May his charism and zest

inspire us to serve the church and the World in
creative fidelity to the spirit of St. Ignatius. Have
ideas? Share them with us. Tell us what you
intend to do in your community. MNL will be glad
to publish them.

NEWS FROM OUR COMMUNITIES

PRE-NOITIAE, VILANGUDI

With the theme, “Birds of the Same Feather”, the MAC
CEL 2006 (Mini Academy and Cultural Celebrations)
unfolded well. The fortnight was wrapped up with
exhibition of talents in sports, cultural and academic
realms and rounds of claps. It fittingly culminated with
the unequalled MAC Cultural extravaganza, which was
purely a family affair this year. Fr Paul Pragash
highlighted the importance of team spirit through his
eloquent valedictory address. Our companions from
Thirumanur added variety to the community
celebrations.




Novena recollection and reconciliation spiritually
primed us to celebrate the feast of St. Francis Xavier
meaningfully. Fr. Mathew Cyril Antony from Bodhi
Zendo ignited the young minds by his zen-ny talk
during his sojourn at VMI. We celebrated an anticipated
Christmas on 22nd December. The pre-novices have
gone home for the Christmas vacation.

G. Victor Roch

VIDYANIKERN (JESUIT JUNIOR®),
THIRNANANTHAPURAM

The visitation of Fr. Provincial enthused our minds
and hearts; so also the visitation of the Provincials of
the South Indian Region on the feast of our patron
Saint John Berchmans. “Writing makes an exact man”-
This statement was proved by Fr.Vincent from Kerala
Province who led us into journalism to analyze critical
reading and writing. On 2" December, Fr. Anto
Dionecius and Fr. Rachans Lukose (KER) were
ordained at St. Xavier’'s College. Sch. Jerrin (KAR)
pronounced his first vows on 9 December. Juniors have
just completed their second terminal exams. Sch.
Rajasekaran was elected Madurai Province co-
ordinator.

Annaraj & Francis

VIDYAJYOTI, DELHI

VJ was agog with community day celebration aimed
at building further and firmer ties of companionship.
“Indian Church Is Still Western” was the topic of a
debate organized by the students’ council. The high
voltage debate was exciting and enlightening. Edwin,
one of the participants received a thunderous round
of applause for his arguments and cogency of
evidence. The celebration of Christmas with the
prisoners of Tihar Jail was really eventful and the jail
authorities were appreciative of VJ's initiative and
involvement.

Louie Albert
BESCHI ILLAM, DINDIGUL

We had a concelebrated High Mass on the Feast
of St. Francis Xavier, signifying the culmination of the
year-long Triple Jubilee celebrations. On 8 December,
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Frs. Cyril
Antony Samy and Alexis Premkumar pronounced
their final vows. Their sharing of their ministry inspired
all who were present at the function. On 17 December
the community celebrated the Diamond Jubilee of Br.
I. Antony in the Society of Jesus. Before the Jubilee
Mass, the newly renovated conference hall named after
Fr. Rene was blessed by Fr. Xavier Mampra and
inaugurated by Br. Antony. On 20 December, Fr.
Arulanandam , Socius to Fr. Provincial, gave the
Christmas exhortation to the Beschi Community. He

spoke on the mental attitude that a Jesuit must have
and encouraged us to focus on pioneering missions.
On 22" December, the community celebrated the
Christmas Tree and Fr. Wilson , Superior of St. Mary’s
community, Dindigul was the Chief Guest and gave the
Christmas message. This year the CIS Sisters joined
the community in the Christmas Tree celebration.
Fr. Novice Master preached a retreat to the Jesuit
Brothers of Madurai and Andhra Provinces at Dhyana
Ashram. He also gave an exhortation to the priests of
the Madurai Archdiocese.

V. Santosh

CHENNAI MISSIONGYOLA COMMUNN
COLLEGE, RANIPET

The management arranged a dialogue meeting with
the parents of our students towards the end of
November 2006 to which sixty percent of the parents
responded. At the beginning, Fr. Guna, the director
of the college, explained to the parents the training
programmes offered at this community college. Then
a student from each trade was asked to give his
impressions about the training during the past six
months. Then parents were invited to speak about their
impressions and expectations. Meals were provided
for all the parents who attended the morning session.
After the meals, they were asked to assemble in the
classrooms according to the trades their wards had
chosen; the trade master interacted with the parents
about the progress and the behaviour of their wards.
After an hour, they were taken to the workshop where
their sons take practical lessons. It was found to be a
good exercise both for the management and for the
parents.

The college was recently given recognition for all
the trades by the Department of Training and
Employment of the Tamil Nadu Government.

The Christmas celebration was held at the end of
the half yearly exams. Dr. Kabilan and Fr. A.
Rayappa, were the chief guests of the function. Both
touched on the significance of Christmas in their
messages. The carol singing of our students was very
impressive owing to the special training given them by
Sch. Suman .

I. Vedanayagam
LOYOLA INSTITUTES, KURMRANALIUR

The last weekend of November was full of fun for
the hostel students as they had a one-day tour around
Thiruvannamalai district. Our sincere thanks to AHAL
community for extending to them a warm welcome with
a delicious dinner. On the same day the day scholars
were taken to Uthiramerur for an awareness movie
called “Kutty”.




The first weekend of December witnessed a twin
celebration namely the Bible day and the Jubilee
conclusion. Fr. Maria Arul Raja created in our students
a desire for the word of God. Sr. Remo gave an
inspiring concluding speech for the Jubilee celebration.
The three-hour programme was fully on biblical and
moral themes. Earlier the 10" and 12™ std. Catholic
students were given each a copy of the bible and to
the other Catholic students were distributed a booklet
on the life of Jesus with a pictorial representation.
Kudos to Fr. Albert who left no stone unturned for its
success.

The Kuppayanallur community welcomed and
accommodated the Jesuits of the Province
administration on 18" December for the Chennai
Mission Meeting. Fr. Martin, our minister provided
sumptuous dinner with a lot of variety. Fr. Kennedy
was on his toes to look after the arrangements. Sincere
thanks to Fr. Maria Joe who was instrumental in
making it a successful one.

The tidings of Christmas in the campus were on
from 20" of December. The celebrations were held in
the house for the workers, in the community college,
Good Samaritan home, Loyola hostel and in school.
During the celebrations the students brought and
received gifts; and they exchanged their gifts among
themselves.

In December Kuppayanallur was blessed with an
Indonesian tertian Fr. Tismus who stayed with as for
his month-long experience. The thirst for English has
gone up with his initiatives among the students. The
community sincerely thanks him for his simple and
serious life among us, for his sincere efforts to teach
English and Maths and for his lively presence among
the people.

S. Paul

ST ANDNY’'S HR. SEC. SCHOOL,
ALAVANTHANKULAM.

A. Prasanna Mary, one of our students from class
9 participated in the 14" National Children’s Science
Congress, from 27 to 31 December 2006, at Sikkim
Manipal Institute of Technology. Around 542 projects
were presented in the Congress from 30 States. From
Tamil Nadu 30 teams participated and the
performances of 10 of them were certified excellent.
Our student A. Prasanna Mary’s demonstration of the
Project ‘Endangered Plants in our Village’ was
considered excellent by the panel of judges. An extract
from the certificate given: Congratulations! You have
demonstrated an excellent example of scientific work
at an early age. We expect to get much more from you
in the near future’. The project was a teamwork of
four students — A. Prasanna Mary, Y.Rubini,

M.Suganya and P.Shanthini . This team was first
selected at the district level and then at the State level.
The leader represented the team in Sikkim. The team
was guided by Ms. S. Elizabeth Jeganathan of the
school. The school appreciates the motivation given
by Prof. Dr Murugesan of Arts and Science College,
Kallikulam and our teachers.

Ms. M. Mary Gopi
DASTEC / GQNSU/ILLE

Six persons from our mission area attended the 5-
day legal awareness training programme for women
at IDEAS, Madurai.

The Evening Study Centre teachers had a gala
time, in Tiruchi, thanks to the hospitality of Frs. Lazar
(the Rector), Elias & Br. John Britto .

The movement leaders and cadres, after a long
lapse of years, came forward to sit and plan out the
future course of action. They spent 3 days, to take
some concrete steps towards the reviving of the
movement.

The Therezapoor panchayat was privileged to have
its children, sixty of them, from our 5 Evening Study
Centres, benefitting from the half-yearly holiday study
camp organized during the Christmas week.

A. Masillamani
LTI MADURAI

Br. Soosaimanickam underwent an operation at
the Meenakshi Mission Hospital for malignant
gangrene in his right leg. The doctors made a
successful operation in spite of some risks involved in
it. After ten days of hospitalization, he has gone to
Dindigul for a few days of healing and recuperation.
He is recovering very fast. Br. Ignacy has made some
special arrangements: thrice-a-week sessions for four
months to all the first year students to coach them in
Functional English. This was well received by the
students. A local lady doctor addressed the students
on physical health and body structures. The World
Community Service Centre of Madurai completed a
ten-day programme on Personality Development
through physical exercises and meditations. The LTI
and the Community College together had the usual
Christmas get-together on the 23" of December. It
was a good exercise of fellowship and solidarity for
both the institutions of our Campus. Fr. Pari Valan,
the Youth Commission Director of the Madurai
Archdiocese, motivated the students during this
celebration. The Community College also arranged a
special talents and cultural programme before the
Christmas vacation. Sixty-five sisters of the Lyons
Congregation made their annual retreat under the
direction of Fr. G. Packiaraj at Vadipatti. The Jesuit




participation in general and our community in particular
in the local celebration of the 400" year of Robert de
Nobili’s arrival in Madurai on the 8" of December was
well appreciated.

G. Packiaraj
CARMEL, NGERCOIL

The JTS conducted three training camp-seminars
on the 1st, 8th and 9th of December to over 100 women
in our school on Laws for betterment of women. Fr.M.
Stany joined the Kottar Diocesan Team to make on-
the-spot studies and evaluation of the Omalur Fatima
School tragedy. Our school and hostel celebrated
Christmas with cheerful and meaningful items and
messages on the 8th and 9th of December. On the 21st,
our school staff celebrated Christmas on a grand
scale. The Jesuit community sang a melodious carol,
composed and directed by Fr. Augustine . Our school
put up a wonderful stall in the Assisi campus. Various
departments and institutions exhibited their works in
connection with the catechetical-Bible-exhibition
organized by the Kottar Diocese.

S.M. Arockiam
ARUL ANANBR COLLEGE, KARMATHUR

On the 22, We had the Christmas Tree
Celebration, in our community, when we exchanged
gifts with our friends. On the 19™ , the scholastics,
along with Br. Rayappan, paid a visit to the
neighbouring religious communities and sang
Christmas carols.

On the 237, we celebrated Christmas in our
college. Prof. Mazipha Sahayarani , of J.A. College
for Women, Periyakulam, and Rev. Fr.
Sandhasamy ,CMF delivered a nice Christmas
message for the students of both aided and self-
financed courses respectively.

On the 16™, the Alumni Association of our college
organised a meeting in which nearly 120 former
students, who had come up in various fields,
participated. Almost, all of them expressed their
sincere appreciation and gratefulness to the former
principals and hostel wardens for their exemplary life
and hard work and they also extended their support
and co-operation for the betterment of their Alma Mater.

On the 20™, Fr.G. Pushp araj was the chief guest
at a UGC sponsored programme on “Serving Farmers
and Saving Farming”. It was organised by the
Department of applied research at Gandhigram
University.

Fr. Vincent Sekhar made a trip to the West Zone
Provinces to give talks to scholastics on the Ministry
of Interreligious Dialogue and to conduct the West
Zone meeting of partners in dialogue at Jeevan
Darshan, Vadodara.

On the 21, a meeting of the Parent-Teacher
Association was held. Many parents came for this
meeting and appreciated our qualitative teaching with
good values for life.

A group of 72 Sisters, involved in social work, from
the Congregation of Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny
attended a three-day seminar guided by Fr.Michael
Jeyaraj in Chennai. He also did an evaluation along
with the Sivagangai Bishop for the improvement of
‘Gangai Thoothu’ magazine. On the 30", a contact
class for the correspondence course students of MA
criminology was also conducted by him at Madurai. It
was well received and appreciated by all.

Our students went to Pappapatty for a ten-day NSS
camp. ROT RACP club, was officially inaugurated by
the district chairman for youth and it was presided over
by Mrs.Nalini , the president of North West Rotary
Club.

Fr. Kulandai and the teachers of the Evening Study
Centres of PEAK had a two-day seminar in our boys’
hostel. Talks on “How to Teach Effectively, Efficiently
and Creatively” were given to them.

Xavier Hall Day, Christmas and New Year were
joyously celebrated in our hostel on the 20™". It was a
happy occasion and a wonderful opportunity for our
students to bring out their talents and skills through
the cultural programme.

On the 19", we shared the joy of Christmas with
the people of our neighbourhood. Games were
conducted by the scholastics for the school-going
students. Fr. Thomas Amirtham , the Superior,
delivered the Christmas message, followed by prize
distribution by Fr. Gilburt .

M.Selvam
LOYOLA COLLEGE, CHENNAI

The month of December, of course, was a month
for celebrations: Jesuit Jubilee 2006, Platinum
Jubilee of the college church and the Silver Jubilee
of Culture and Communication . On 2" December a
special banquet was arranged in honor of the Jubilee
Celebration for all the staff and their family members.
On 3" of December at 7.30 am the renovated church
was blessed and opened by the Most Rev Fr
Lawrence Pius the Auxiliary Bishop of Madras-
Mylapore. At 11 am a special Eucharist was arranged
in the church for all the Jesuits. The main celebrant
the Most Rev. A.M. Chinnapp a along with
concelebrants the Most Rev. Neethinathan and Peter
Remigius gratefully acknowledged the valuable
services rendered by the Jesuits to the Church. The
year-long Jubilee Celebration culminated with a civic
function, held in the evening. The Most Rev. A. M.




Chinnapp a, the Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore,
presided over the function. Thiru Arcot V eerasamy,
the Minister for Electricity, TN and Thiru Dr. K
Ponmudi, the Minister for Higher Education, TN were
the chief guests who conveyed greetings from the Chief
Minister of TN and applauded the Jesuits for their
services in the field of education. Many eminent
leaders and writers were also invited and spoke on
different themes. The civic function was followed by a
spectacular sound and light programme arranged by
Fr S. M. Selvaraj & Co and it deserved commendable
appreciation. Kudos to Fr Rector and Community for
their meticulous plan that made it a grand success.

On 16" December Culture and Communication
(C&C) celebrated its Silver Jubilee. C&C shared its joy
at three levels, conducting a seminar on the theme “The
Impact of New Media on Culture and Society” in the
morning, a panel discussion in the afternoon and a
common function in the evening, at which Poet
Kanimozhi was the special invitee. To mark the
occasion in a special way, the audio albums “konjum
parvai” “anaithida neetiya” and “C&C super hit songs”
were released by Poet Kanimozhi. Congrats to Fr Joe
Arun , the director of C&C and Sch. Rajesh for making
it a memorable one.

The Department of Sociology of Loyola College and
the University of Madras, Chennai jointly hosted the
32" All India Sociological Conference  on the theme
“Science, Technology and Society; Emerging Issues”.
More than 1000 delegates from Universities all over
India and abroad participated. In letter to the Provincial
Dr.P.K.B. Nayar , President, Indian Sociological Society
writes : “l write this to express our profound gratitude
to you and through you to the Loyola College fraternity
for very kindly providing us all the infra-structure and
human resources of the Loyola College for holding our
32" All India Sociology Conference during December
27-29, 2006. Fr. Rector blessed the Conference by
an Inaugural Address, Fr. Princip al made an inspiring
address at the opening session and Fr. Administrator
graced the valedictory function. Fr. Xavier Vedam was
the kingpin of the entire show. His obiquitous presence
with an inimitable smile and an unmatched patience
and above all a readiness to solve all problems of our
delegates have endeared him to all of us.”

Loyola Institute of Business Administration (LIBA)
in association with “The Economic Times” presented
the Mother Teresa Award for corporate citizen 2005,
to Tata Steel Ltd on 6™ of December. His Excellency
Surjit Singh Barnala, Governor of TN was the chief
guest and conferred the award.

There was a write-up in the magazine “India
Today” dated Dec 25 appreciating the work done by
Loyola Empowerment and Awareness Programme

(LEAP) in the tsunami-affected areas near
Kanchipuram. This programme has launched many
initiatives including the Kanchipuram community
college that offers courses such as publishing and
catering and it specifically provides technical education
to the marginalized. LEAP also includes community
programmes such as health camps and welfare
schemes for women, who are taught embroidery and
other crafts. Hats off to Fr Xavier Vedam for his able
guidance.

Fr. Francis P. Xavier delivered the keynote
address on “Brainstorming on Multidisciplinary
Research” at Loyola College on 8" December and he
also delivered Dr Abdul Kalam endowment lecture on
“God of the Atoms” at St Joseph’s College, Tiruchi on
19 of December. Fr. Ignacimuthu delivered the
inaugural address in the national seminar at the
University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram and he also
acted as the chairman for a Ph.D viva in the same
university.

S.A.. Arock
ST XA/IER’S INSTITUTES AIFAYAMKOT TAI

The concluding day of the Triple Jubilee
celebration of our Founding Fathers St. Ignatius, St.
Francis Xavier and BIl. Peter Faber made great
impressions of the Jesuit tradition on students, staff
and well-wishers.

St. Xavier's HSS began the function at 8.45 a.m.
in the auditorium. Prof. S. David Appadurai, Dr.
Murugan, District Science Association coordinator and
Mr. Suba Seetharaman, Municipal Councillor, were the
eminent chief guests for the function. The prize
distribution for the events held during the year-long
celebration and a novel enactment of the play, “ Puthiya
Paathai” (New Way), were the highlights.

A special function was organized for the college
at 9.00 a.m. The Principal, Fr. Antonysamy ,
highlighted the greatness and the great works of the
three Saints. The Lebeau auditorium roared with
laughter and rocked with applause when eminent
professors of our college under the leadership of Rtd.
Prof. Po. Sey. Pandian brought to memory the years
of yeomen service by the past and present Jesuits in
a debate titled, “The Foremost Apostolate of the
Jesuits: Social Service or Religious Service?”

The Xavier’s College of Education organized a talk
when. Fr. Godwin Rufus spoke on the relevance and
the impact of the three Jubilarian Saints on the mission
of teaching. A Solemn High Mass was celebrated in
the college church around 11.30 a.m. Fr. Pappuraj,
the Rector of the Institutions was the main celebrant.
Parish priests and diocesan clergy along with our own
Jesuits and student priests concelebrated with him.




The mellifluous and meaningful hymns of the college
choir of Fr. Sigamani won the hearts of many a faithful.
The Mass was followed by a fellowship dinner in the
Loyola Hall for the teachers, non-teaching staff, the
Alumni and the other well-wishers of all the Institutions
of our campus.

That evening a mega civic function was organized
as a grand finale to the Triple Jubilee celebration. With
a galaxy of eminent persons participating: Mr. A.L.
Subramaniam , Tirunelveli Mayor, Mohideen Khan,
Minister for Sports, TN, Mr. Prakash IAS, District
Collector, Dr. Cynthia Pandian , the Vice Chancellor,
MS university, the Most Rev. Jude Paulraj , Bishop of
Palayamkottai and the Most Rev. S. Jeyap aul David,
the CSI Bishop of Tirunelveli. Fr. Vincent Britto and
his team staged a multimedia cultural extravaganza
which captivated the hearts of the audience who went
home carrying the made-alive visuals of the history of
the three Saints.

Meticulous planning, acting, execution and creative
hard work and team work were the key ingredients of
this very successful programme. The novena to St
Francis Xavier highlighting the collaboration of the
Saint with the two other Saints, helped the Jesuit
community to orient itself and walk in the footsteps of
the Jubilarians.

INDECO 2006, a two-day interdepartmental cultural
extravaganza was flagged off by Mr. Dinakaran, Asst.
District Commissioner of Police, Tirunelveli on Dec 18.
Seventeen events exhibited the inborn talents of the
students. The Evening College commerce department
clinched the overall championship. This celebration
was followed by the crib competition and Christmas
celebration. Prof. Thiyagarajan delivered the
Christmas message and distributed the INDECO prizes
to the winners. Kudos to Frs. Charles and Vincent
Britto and their able team who were behind the
success of all these celebrations.

Christmas celebrations were in full swing in the
campus. The staff and students had Christmas
celebrations with AIDS-affected persons, handicapped
children of Anayarkulam and the villagers of
Pottalnagar, adopted by the school NSS as a part an
outreach programme to the neighbourhood. Fr. A.G.
Antonysamy , the V.G. of Palayamkottai was the chief
guest of the Christmas celebration in the school. On
Nov. 29 and 30 the school hosted a volleyball and
basketball tournament with the support and guidance
of the school Alumni Association.

The students and the staff of the College of
Education paid a memorable visit to the St. Anne’s
Rehabilitation Centre, Anayarkulam, and spread the
message of love and joy to the handicapped children

with song, dance, variety entertainment and carols.
Later the students had a Christmas Mass at the hostel.
The main celebrant, Fr. Danis Ponnaiah, enthralled
the congregation with his meaningful message.

The Christmas celebrations organized for the co
workers of our institutions should have a special
mention. The least noted hard-working workers were
honoured with Christmas gifts and high tea by Fr
Rector. Thanks to Br. Jeyaraj who took pains to make
the celebration meaningful and prayerful.

Almost all the priests in St. Xavier’s dispersed to
different parishes in and outside the diocese to
celebrate Christmas Masses with the people. In spite
of our physical tiredness all of us gathered for the
community Christmas gathering to sing, dance and play
on this day of joy.The Minister and the Procurator
were generous enough to give each member a
Christmas gift with a little bit of luck added to it.

Rufus

ST JOSEPH’'S, TURHI

The Parents — teachers meeting of the first year
undergraduate students (Day and SFS) was held on
2" December 2006. The parents had an opportunity
to meet the Heads and the other staff members in their
respective Departments and collect the first semester
mark sheets of their sons. Seeing at first hand the
performance of their wards proved to be an eye-opener
to many parents.

Under a youth expedition project, ten N.C.C.
Cadets from Singapore along with an equal number of
NCC cadets from the college stayed at Kurichy, an
economically downtrodden village in Karur district from
4t to 9" December and constructed a balwadi (a
preschool) at a cost of $3000. The funds had been
mobilized by the Singapore students on their own. The
Singaporeans had a feel of the Indian countryside and
the cadets of the college had an opportunity to interact
with their Singapore counterparts and establish a
confluence of cultures.

The Department of Economics organized a CADAR
endowment lecture on December 8. The lecture was
held in memory of three distinguished Professors: Fr.
Carty, Fr. Adysayam and Mr. Arockiasamy Reddiar .
S. lyyampillai , Professor of Economics, Bharathidasan
University delivered a lecture on the topic “WTO and
Agrarian Crisis: Inherent Contradictions”. At another
meeting organized by the Communication Club, Fr.P.
Susai had a lively interaction with the students on the
topic “History does not Repeat Itself”.

A festive mood permeated the college campus
when the Inter-Departmental cultural festival INDEP
2006 was held from 13" to 15" December. The Tiruchi




mayor Mrs. Sarubala Thondaiman inaugurated the
event. The cine director, Mr. Saran presided over the
valedictory function which proved to be a highly
interactive session when Mr. Saran patiently answered
all the questions directed at him by the students. More
than 1600 students from 24 departments of the college
participated in the various cultural events which
brought to light the hidden talents of our students. In
the day college, the Computer Science Department
emerged overall winners while in the self-financing
section, the first place went to the Biochemistry
Department.

The annual convocation was held on 16t
December 2006, at which 1326 new graduates
received degrees. Delivering the convocation address,
Mr.A. Raja, the Union minister for Environment and
Forests pointed out that the educated youth have a
great responsibility in shaping the future of the country
and in creating a new India free from social
inequalities.

A common Christmas Prayer Service was held on
22" December. The Most Rev. Antony Devott a
Bishop of Tiruchirappalli gave the Christmas message.

Louis Xavier

SAHAYAMATHA MISSION KILPENNAHUR

The AHAL members Frs. Arockia Raj, Anbu and
our lay collaborators Mrs. Jesi and Ms. Vinnaraci
attended India Social Forum in New Delhi. They were
very happy to see a big crowd interested in the cause
of social justice.

As we welcomed the new born baby, Jesus Christ
we were blessed with new guests. We received two
groups of guests, students from Kuppayanallur School
and co-workers of Arul Anandar College. Thanks to
Fr. Arockia Raj who served a delicious dinner for the
guests.

Our Arrupe lllam boys had a science exhibition
Students of the Government Boys’ Hr. Sec. School, the
teachers and the students of various other schools
appreciated their creative ideas and hard work.

Sch. S.A. Durai, was invited to give a talk on
‘National Integration and Religious Harmony’ at the
Government Boys’ Hr. Sec. School, Kilpennathur. The
talk was very informative and the songs that were sung
by him impelled the students to realize the value of
their lives.

Our parish choir is in full swing to reach out its
voice to the people through carol singing in the
substations. In the parish different associations
namely of children, the youth and women celebrated
Christmas and distributed clothes to the needy.

The Grihini at Kasthambady arranged a one-day
tour to Tiruchi and Veilankanni. Thanks to Frs.
Singarayar and Paul Mike and the JTS team for their
hospitality.

S.A. Durai
AICUF

On 1st December the World AIDS day, St. Xavier’s
College, Palayamkottai organised an awareness
seminar which was inaugurated by the Principal Fr.
Antonysamy . Many units of TN AICUF paid tributes
to Dr. Ambedkar on his 50th death anniversary on
6th December. St. Joseph’s College, Tiruchi conducted
inter-collegiate cultural competitions cum seminar on
the thoughts of Ambedkar when the regional advisor
Fr. Arul Ravi and the state advisor Fr.
Maria Singarayar delivered talks.

Fr. Anbarasan of Karisal delivered a special
address on 7th December at St. Xavier’'s College on
“Human Rights Violations and Dalit Upsurge” On the
same day Fr. Jebamalai Raja was the resource
person at Fatima College, Madurai for the session on
“Social Analysis”. Loyola AICUF organaized a two-
day State level workshop cum competitions on 9th and
10th December to spread the ideologies of Ambedkar
when Fr. Boniface Jeyaraj , Rector, Fr. Albert
Muthumalai , Principal and the State advisor Fr. Maria
Singarayar offered felicitations.

The Coimbatore regional seminar was held at St.
John’s Metric Hr. Sec. School, Salem on 9th and 10th
December. The regional advisor Fr. Arul Ravi
inaugurated the seminar. Salem zonal advisor Fr.
Arulapp an offered felicitations. The State animator
Dr.G. John, Fr. Irudayaraj and Philominraj were the
resource persons. Arul Anandar college, Karumathur
commemorated the Ambedkar day and the
International Human Rights day on 13th December in
the presence of the unit advisor Fr. Baskar and the
regional advisor Fr. Arul Ravi. The State executive
committee meeting along with the State Dalit
commission and Women’s commission took place on
16th and 17th December to plan for the forthcoming
activities.

Singam
SURM

The second meeting of the Supamites and the first
after their ordination took place at St Joseph’s College,
Tiruchi on 26th Dec 2006. It was a time for an exchange
of information, news, views and theo-reflections on
Advent and Christmas. The sharing was of much use
to all of us that we could draw inspiration and vigour
to sharpen our vision on mission. Fr Britto Peter , the
PCF enthused us with his inspiring presence. Fr Jerry,
the coordinator of SUPAM made a fervent appeal to
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think of continuing our service in the same parishes
for one or more years and later on as pastors and social
activists. A challenge indeed to all of us.

Gerlin

NEW RELEASES

i “Musical S pring” by Fr. Anand Amaladass,
Satya Nilayam Publication, Chennai, pp. 311, Rs.
275/-

i “Dalit Women Speak Out, Vol. I", by Fr.
Aloysius lrudayam , Published by IDEAS,
NCHR, NFDW, 2006. pp 604+xx, Rs. 500/-

i “Paradigm Shif ts in Education ” by Fr. Robert
Slattery , Published by Gujarat Sahitya Prakash,
Anand, Gujarat, pp. 103, Rs. 35/-

i “All for the Greater Glory of God " by Fr.
Hedwig Lewis , Published by Gujarat Sahitya
Prakash, Anand, Gujarat, pp.148 Rs. 75/-

i “kwpay) by Fr. Mark Stephen, Published by
Kalagam Publication, Chennai, pp. 450, Rs. 275/-

1 “Mde;jh; mUshde;jH ", CD by Oriyur Shrine 14
Songs, Rs. 75/-

THESE ABIDE WITH THE LORD

Fr. Adolf Fernandes
Goa.

Fr Cecil Veliath (KER) 85/65 expired on 06.01.2007 in
Christ Hall, Calicut.

(BOM) 54/26 died on 25.12.2006 at

Br. Maria Irudayam, SJ
17.06.18 — 09.12.2006

Br. Maria Irudayam
passed away peacefully
around 6:30 a.m. on
December 9, 2006 at St.
Joseph Hospital, Dindigul. He
was 88, He was admitted to
the hospital for digestive
complaints. Though he was
put on drips, after a few days
his hands began to swell and
so he was fed through the
nose. The Brother remained unconscious for a few
days. But towards the end though he regained
consciousness. He was physically so weak that Fr.
Arul Sivan , our superior administered the last
sacraments and his relatives were informed. He
remained in that state for a few more days, his pulse

gradually getting weaker till he breathed his last on
Saturday December 9" morning.

Around 8:30 a.m. his body was brought to Beschi
lllam and kept in the parlour. The Novices and the
CIS Sisters took turns in praying for the departed soul.

The funeral Mass was at 4:00 p.m. presided over
by Fr. Provincial and concelebrated by about 30
priests. Many of our houses were represented. Fr.R.
George in his reminiscences said that when Br. Maria
Irudayam entered the novitiate in Shembaganur along
with him in 1948, the Brother was about 30 years old.
Before joining he had been working as a clerk in the
Marine Department at Mandapam and Dhanushkodi.
After completing his two years of novitiate he left it on
his own accord. But he had a strong attachment to
the society. As a layman he served in St. Joseph'’s,
Tiruchi for 25 years managing the rice mill to the
satisfaction of everybody. There was no complaint from
any of the hostels that rice was in short supply. After
that he was in charge of the dairy farm and finally was
sacristan of the college church.

It was then that he thought of joining the novitiate
again. The superiors were kind enough to readmit him
in 1979. After his first vows, his first assignment was
in Clive's House, Tiruchi. From Tiruchi he went to St.
Mary’s, Madurai to be the assistant director of Britto
Hostel. He had a stint for two years as assistant
director of St. Mary’s Hostel, Dindigul and at Xaveriana,
Thoothukudi. Again he was in St. Mary’'s Madurai
looking after the dairy farm. Finally he came to Beschi
Illam, Dindigul and was here only a year when illness
confined him to his room. Fr.R. George concluded that
in all these services he was like his patron St.
Alphonsus Rodriguez.

Towards the end of the Mass Fr. Arul Sivan thanked
all who had looked after the Brother: the doctors, the
nurses, the ICM Sisters and the attenders.

At the end of the Mass Fr. Provincial blessed the
body and the procession with the coffin wended its way
to the cemetery. Fr. Britto Peter gave the final
blessing and the mortal remains of Br. Maria Irudayam
were laid to rest. May his soul rest in peace.

X. Mampra
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Courtesy. Donald L. Gelpi, S.J.
Finding Christ in the Spiritual Execises in Review of Ignatian Spirituality (No102) pp. 36-38

CONVERSION

Five Forms of Conversion

FORMS

FOCUS

NORMS

1. AFFECTIVE: a decision to
take responsibility for the health
of one’s emotional and imagi-
native life.

Intuitive cognition: emotions,
memories, images.

Psychological and aesthetic.

2. INTELLECTUAL: a decision
to take responsibility for one’s
beliefs.

The two principles of judgment:
feelings and rational infeence.
Hence, we need to coordinate
the judgments of both head and
heart.

Truth and falsity (paticular
judgments); adequacy and
inadequacy (frames off
reference); validity and invalidity
(rational, inferential argument).

3. PERSONAL MORAL: a deci-
sion to take esponsibility for jus-
tice or injustice of interpersonal
dealings.

Deliberative (eitheror) thinking
which involves values that make
ultimate and absolute claims.

Rights and duties.

4. SOCIAL - POLITICAL: a de-
cision to take esponsibility for
the justice or injustice of social
institutions.

Human institutions. An
institution is any identifiable
group of people acting in socially
sanctioned ways.

The common good.

5. RELIGIOUS, CHRISTIAN: a
decision to take esponsibility for
one’'s response to the
eschatological and nomative
revelation of God in Jesus and
in the mission of His Spirit.

The revelatory events of the
Incamation and the ongoing
Pentecost of the Chuch.

The claim those events makej
faith
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The Dynamic and Counterdynamic among the ive Forms

FORMS DYNAMIC COUNTERDYNAMIC
Animates other foms of conversion| Absence distots others with
1. AFFECTIVE with emotional zest, inteest, | neurosis, psychosis, emotiona

enthusiasm, imaginative flgibility,
creativity.

rigidity, compulsion, bigoty.

2. INTELLECTUAL

Orders others through an insight
into how they ought to develop.

Absence distots others with bias,
prejudice, muddled thinking,
fallacies, fundamentalism.

3. PERSONAL MORAL

Helps orient others to ealities and
values which claim the conscience
ultimately and absolutely

Absence distots others with
personal selfishness and ethica
irresponsibility

4. SOCIAL - POLITICAL

Deprivatizes others by committing
one to some just cause of universal
human import which associates oneg
publicly with the struggle for social
justice.There are degrees : voting,
teaching activism, paticipatory
activism, lobbying, holding political
office. Minimum degr ee for
conversion participatory
activism.

Distorts the others with privatized
living.

5. RELIGIOUS

i. INITIAL CHRISTIAN
CONVERSION

Mediates between affective and
moral conversion by putting them
into a new kind of relation. Moral

vision of the kingdom: trust, sharing,
renunciation of wealth, hospitality
(creation of community of sharing
in which all needs get met).
Unconditional trust, unconditional
sharing on basis of need and not
just of merit, ceation of universal
community, breaking down bariers

erected by sin. Kingdom founded
not on law, coercion, violence but

on authentic worship of Rther;

Forgiveness authenticates worship
love of enemies authenticates
forgiveness.

Absence leaves others beft of
gospel vlues.

ii. ONGOING CHRISTIAN
CONVERSION

Transvalues affective into
theological hope, intellectual into
theological faith, personal moral
into charity, socio-political into
Christian seach for a just social
order.

Personal and institutional eligious
hypocrisy

St. Mary’ s Press, Dindigul - 624 001
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Name of the Course Period 2007-2008
1. Certificate in Covering
Social Issues through

through Video Production

2. Certificate in Pastoral
Communication

3. Age to Bloom as Prophets
Age group: 35-45

fees)
4, One month course on Counselling & Spiritual Direction
Only 30 seats
Pune 411014
Tel: 020-27030918
5. NLP (Neuro Linguistic Programming) Basic
Sept 2-5
Malaparamba PO, Christ Hall,
Calicut 673 009
Email: srcdir@gmail.com Rs.1,200/-
6. Training in Counselling and Spiritual Direction
Oct 16 ™ eve to Nov 16h morn "
7. Serendipity
Nov 16 " eveto 20 ™ eve "
8. Serendipity Retreat
Nov 16 " eveto 24 ™ eve "

Rs. 1,400/-
9. Community Animators’ Course: Unit |

4" Febtol st Mar
Last date for applying: 4 " Jan Don Bosco Renewal
Centre,

Bannerghatta Road
Bangalore — 560 076
Tel: 080-26583718
Email: dbyp@vsnl.com
Course: Rs.2080

10. Community Animators’ Course Unit Il

Last date for applying: 4 " Feb "

Course: Rs.2320

11. Pastoral Leadership and Management

Last date for applying: 10 " Mar "

Course: Rs.1040

12.  Psycho-sexual Integration and Celibacy

Last date for applying: 20 - Apr "

Course: Rs.880

13.  Fully Alive after 50 39 to14 ™ June
Last date for applying: 3 4 May "

Course: Rs.960

14. Personal Renewal & Integration

Last date for applying: 1 st June "

Course: Rs.2320

15.  Certificate Course in Counselling

Last date for applying: 30 Sept "

Course: Rs.3000

16.  Spiritual Direction 2" to 16 Dec
Last date for applying: 2nd Nov "

Course: Rs.1200

Board/lodge: Rs.4680

15" Jan-15 ™ Apr 2007

15" Feb-15 ™ May 2007

39 t08 ™ Feb 2007

Socio-Religious Centre,

Place
NISCORT, A-2, Sector-1,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad Dt
201012 UP
Tel: 0120-2773200
Email: niscort@vsnl.com

STREEVANI, 1 &2 Lotus
Building, Neco Gardens,
Viman Nagar, Pune 411014
Tel: 020-26632445

Email: streevani&dataone.in

Fees per head
Registration: Rs.500
Course Fee: Rs.15000

Registration: Rs.500
Course Fee: Rs.9000

Rs.800 (inclusive of

board and course

30" Sep-28 ™ Oct 2007

Rs.6000 - DD along with the application

Rs. 5,250/-

Rs. 700/-

4" Martol st Apr
Board/lodge: Rs.5220

10" to 22 ™ Apr
Board/lodge: Rs.2340

20" t0 30 " May
Board/lodge: Rs.1980
Board/lodge: Rs.2160

1t t029 ™ July
Board/lodge: Rs.5220

31 Oct to 29 Nov
Board/lodge: Rs.5400

Board/lodge: Rs.2700

National Vocation Service Centre, PO Box 3005, Matchwel Road, Sainikwadi,







