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Provincial MDU Communication 07/2007

To all Madurai Jesuits

Dear Friends in the Lord, Peace!
 

As  you know, the Jesuit Chennai Mission is organizing its
first Assembly on 28th and 29th December 2007.

I consider this event as a harbinger of the Mission’s ex-
pected steady growth and development. Also, it will help
us all to interiorize and realize collectively the plan of God
for the fledgling Mission. I pray that the Lord may guide the
organizers to plan carefully and carry out enthusiastically
the two-day programme.

May I request as many of you as possible to show your
fellowship and solidarity with our brothers in the Mission by
attending the Assembly. I am sure that the PREPCO has
already sent you the relevant information. Local Superiors
and Team Leaders have been asked to depute a minimum
of two members from each house to attend the event.
Please write immediately to Fr. Kamal , Rector of Loyola

and PREPCO Convenor, to enable his team to make arrangements for your accommodation and com-
fortable stay in Chennai.

Looking forward to meeting as many of you as possible at the Assembly and wishing you a blessed
Christmas and a happy and peace-filled New Year 2008,

Fraternally,

December 6, 2007 M. Devadoss, S.J.
Dindigul Provincial
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PRPRPRPRPROOOOOVINCIAL PRVINCIAL PRVINCIAL PRVINCIAL PRVINCIAL PROGRAMMEOGRAMMEOGRAMMEOGRAMMEOGRAMME

Dec

01-02 : Chennai : Dhyana Ashram:
Formation GBM

03-05 : Chennai Mission Visitation (ctd)

28-29 : Chennai: Loyola College: Chennai
Mission Assembly

30 : Chennai: Province Consult

31 : Chennai- Arul Kadal

Jan

1-4 : Chennai- Dhyana Ashram & Satya
Nilayam

5 : To Rome for GC 35

BangBangBangBangBang ladesh Appeal frladesh Appeal frladesh Appeal frladesh Appeal frladesh Appeal fr om POSAom POSAom POSAom POSAom POSA

20  November 2007

Bangladesh has borne the brunt of the fury of the
Tropical Cyclone Sidr that ravaged its coastal
towns, leaving in its trail a heavy toll of deaths,
destruction and distress….

We in the JCSA have a laudable tradit ion of
reaching out  to the anguished and affected
people. We ourselves have been beneficiaries of
the concern and car ing assistance from the
un iversa l  Soc ie ty  dur ing  the  t imes na tura l
disasters that struck our regions in the shape of
cyclones, floods and Tsunamis.  As we know,
some Jesuits of CCU are working in Bangladesh.
The Catholic Bishops of the area too must be
invo lved in  some re l ie f  and rehab i l i ta t ion
measures. I have written to Fr. George Pattery to
find out in what way we could show our sense of
solidarity and assistance to the grief stricken
people.

In the meantime, I am writing this to you so that
you could mobilize some financial help through
the Institutions and Communities of your Province.
Our combined contributions will be routed through
the Provincial (CCU) to the Bishops’ Conference
to ensure that they benefit the people in some
tangible manner.

With warm wishes,

Yours in the Lord,

Hector D’Souza SJ

Provincial of South Asia

The contributions towards the JCSA Fund of
Bangladesh could be sent through MDU Province
Treasurer to the Treasurer JCI.

NEWS  AND  ANNOUNCEMENTSNEWS  AND  ANNOUNCEMENTSNEWS  AND  ANNOUNCEMENTSNEWS  AND  ANNOUNCEMENTSNEWS  AND  ANNOUNCEMENTS

í The POSA has appointed (effective from Jan 1,
2008)
Br. Noel Oliver  (PUN), Coordinator  for Brothers
Fr. Alexius Ekka  (RAN), Coordinator of JEMAI
(Jesu i t  M in is t ry  among Ad ivas i  /  Tr iba l  /
Indigenous Peoples.

í Transfers:

Fr. Susai Pitchai  from SJC, Tiruchi to Loyola
College, Chennai
Fr. Meempillikavil  John  from Manalur to Beschi
Illam, Dindigul
Fr. Irudayaraj Regis  from St. Mary’s, Dindigul
to Mandapam Camp as Parish Administrator ad
tempus

í Novices,  Immanuvel  Chinnapp an and S.
Arockia Duraisamy  left the novitiate on 15 and
30 October respectively.

í The Most Rev . Peter Fernando , Archbishop of
Madura i   has  appo in ted  Fr .  Thomas B.
Jeyaseelan  one of the Collegial Judges of the
Madurai Archdiocese metropolitan tribunal.

í SUMMER CAMP – 2008 is at hand.  Kindly
contact the first year theologians for details at
summermeet2008@gmail.com  or 044-24938389
on or before 23rd December 2007.   Forward your
suggestions and inform them in case of need of
assistance by scholastics during the camp.  New
ventures are most welcome.

í The Province will have its Annual Retreat  from
5 to 13 May 2008 at Shembaganur . It will be
based on GC 35 and preached by Fr. Jerry
Rosario . The Superiors of communities can book
seats for it for the members of their communities.
Contact the PCF.

í Fr.F. Jeyabalan  has a new cell no: 9244228008

NEWS FROM OUR COMMUNITIESNEWS FROM OUR COMMUNITIESNEWS FROM OUR COMMUNITIESNEWS FROM OUR COMMUNITIESNEWS FROM OUR COMMUNITIES

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNEDE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNEDE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNEDE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNEDE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE

We started our second semester with full vigour and
enthusiasm. The graceful presence of Fr. Devadoss , our
Prov inc ia l  and of  Fr .  Br i t to  Peter ,  our  PCF were
heartening and encouraging. Their sharing about the
various activities of our Province made us think and feel
one with the Province. The Birth Centenary of our former
General, a man of vision and idealism, Fr. Pedro Arrupe
was celebrated on a grand scale. The discourses and a
power point presentation of his life deepened our religious
commitment as Jesuits. The whole DNC was thrilled by
the presence of 2000 poor children who turned up for the
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mega event, Balmela-2007,  from in and around Pune.
The variety of games, a creative science exhibition and
the entertainment programme enthralled the children.
Scintillating cultural events by the children marked its
grand finale. Now the community is gearing up for a
multimedia presentation on “Don Pedro”.

 C. Sebastian

ARARARARARUL KADUL KADUL KADUL KADUL KADAL, CHENNAIAL, CHENNAIAL, CHENNAIAL, CHENNAIAL, CHENNAI

In August the f i rst  years had an experience of
immersion  among the Dalits in the villages and the
second years  among the s lum dwel lers .    A l l  our
integration papers were the fruits of these in-depth
engagements.

September  27  was  a  memorab le  day  fo r  Aru l
Kadalites as we joyfully celebrated the Golden Jubilee of
the veteran Gandhian Fr. Jesudasan  with a Solemn Mass
followed by a felicitation programme.

Fr. Xavier Irudayaraj was invited to deliver a special
message during the Silver Jubilee celebrations of CRMI
(Christian Renewal movement in India).

Fr. Raj Irudaya  participated in the meeting of Rectors
of Major Seminaries of India in Hyderabad. He attended
a National Seminar on “Theological Education and the
Mission of the Church in Indian context” on 21 and 22,
Nov. in Bhopal and presented a paper on “Contextualized
Theological Formation at Arul Kadal”. Arul Kadal is one
of the five theology centres invited from all over the
country.  In the same seminar,  Fr.  Mar ia Arul  Raja
presented a paper on “Challenges of Doing Theology with
Dalits”. Fr. Raj Irudaya took part in the South Indian
Regional Theology Centres’ Annual Seminar on Popular
Religiosity on 24 and 25 at Kalady. He presented a paper,
“Pi lgr images in Tami l  Nadu: Their  Signi f icance for
Theologizing”, jointly authored by him and Fr. Maria Arul
Raja. The latter gave lectures on “Civil Society and Youth
Power” for the AICUF youth and a lecture on “Spirituality
of Jesus” to the Regional Assembly of the Daughters of
the Heart of Mary. Schs. S tephen Selvanathan and
Arockiadoss  presented a paper on “The Impact of
Globalistion on Subaltern Youth through Media World” in
the Chennai Inter-Theologate Seminar (CITS-2007) held
in Gurukul Lutheran College. It won much appreciation
for its deep insights and action-oriented approach.

Fr. Chelladurai  is treated in the hospital for eczema
in his leg. Fr. A.M. Lourdusamy  is under observation by
a neurologist and a cardiologist for his mild blackouts
last month. We request your prayers for their speedy
recovery.

S Paul Benedict

BESCHI ILLAM,  DINDIGULBESCHI ILLAM,  DINDIGULBESCHI ILLAM,  DINDIGULBESCHI ILLAM,  DINDIGULBESCHI ILLAM,  DINDIGUL

The II  year novices who went for a month-long
Pastoral and Education experiment at Oriyur were placed
in 5 sub-stations. They were real pastors in the villages
and teachers in the schools.  They returned on 12
November.  We owe a debt of gratitude to the Oriyur Jesuit
community.  On 13 November, the first  year novices
completed their month-long Spiritual Exercises.  We
celebrated the feast of St. Stanislaus Kostka, the patron
of novices in a grand manner. The II year novices had
their annual retreat from 13 to 20 November preached by
Fr .S .  S ingarayan .   The  o f f i c ia l  v i s i ta t ion  o f

Fr. M. Devadoss , the Provincial, from 20 to 23 November
brought a flood of graces and cheers to all of us.  On 23
November, the seniors were conferred the ministries of
Lector and Acolyte.  The CIS trainees preached a one-
day retreat to the X and the XII std. students of St. Mary’s
H. S. School, Dindigul.

M. Christu Raja

ST MARST MARST MARST MARST MARY’S,  DINDIGULY’S,  DINDIGULY’S,  DINDIGULY’S,  DINDIGULY’S,  DINDIGUL

An NSS camp for 10 days for our students was
organized and conducted in Ramayanpatty parish in
Dindigul diocese. Boys staged cultural items every day
on different themes, bringing awareness to people of
various aspects of their social l i fe: health, hygiene,
environment, caste, il l treatment of women, etc. The
students came back socially sensitized after the camp.

Our alumni association organized a seminar on
‘Understanding and Helping the Youth’ ,  for  a l l  our
teachers  and  paren ts  o f  X I I  s td .  s tudents .
Dr.Vijayarengan , a psychiatrist from Tuticorin was the
resource person. He highlighted several practical tools
and gave t ips from his own personal experience to
understand, help and guide our adolescent students.

Ramzan and Deepawal i  were  ce lebra ted  w i th
Mr.Muhaideen ,  Managing Director,  KAR Leathers,
Dindigul and our alumnus and with Mr.E.N. Palanichamy ,
Managing Director, Moogambigai Spinning Mills, also our
alumnus, as chief guests.

Cultural competitions to commemorate the Aruppe
centenary  were  conduc ted  on  h is  l i fe  and  work
culminating in the joint celebration of  the Centenary and
Children’s Day on 14 th. Fr. Jeyabalan , the chief guest
recal led the chal lenges Fr .  Aruppe  faced and the
innovations he introduced.

Mr.S. Nagarajan , our hostel alumnus, graced the St.
Mary’s hostel day with his presence on 17 th  and fondly
reminisced about his hostel life.

John Kennedy

ST MARST MARST MARST MARST MARY’S,  MADURAIY’S,  MADURAIY’S,  MADURAIY’S,  MADURAIY’S,  MADURAI

“ARRUPE-100” – The Birth Centenary Celebration of
our charismatic and prophetic General was celebrated
by the St. Mary’s community on 14 th November in a solemn
and meaningful manner.  The procession started from the
statue of our Holy Founder – led by smart and joyful
chi ldren with a variety of dancing and sprinkl ing of
fragrant flowers all along the way to the Cathedral and
the portrait of Fr. Arrupe was carried by two ‘angels’ in a
decorated chariot.  Fr. Stephen Kulandai ,  the Rector
garlanded the portrait of the Centenarian at the altar and
presided over the concelebrated High Mass. The inspiring
homily of Fr. Jebamalai Raja , was adorned with lively
anecdotes.  Mr. Raphael who had seen Fr. Arrupe in 1967
and a student representat ive shared their personal
experiences and impact of Fr. Arrupe on their lives.  The
cultural programme depicting the transforming events in
the life of Fr. Arrupe, beautifully enacted by the children
of St. Mary’s Primary School won the applause of one
and all. Fr. Eugene inaugurated the mUg;Ng gRikg;
G+q;fh.

The climax of the “Arrupe–100” celebrations was a
debate on the theme of “Integral Formation of Jesuit
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Education” Presided over by Ms. Diana .  The staff and
students of the St. Mary’s H.S. School had a special
ce lebrat ion o f  “Ar rupe-100”  in  the school ;  a l l  the
participants received a copy of  a brief biography of Fr.
Arrupe.

Frs. Ignatius Bri t to  and Joe Xavier  organized
effectively a two-day retreat for the students of Xth and
XI I th  s tandards  w i th  the  co l labora t ion  o f  the
Redemptorists in the city.

Felix Joseph

LLLLLOOOOOYYYYYOLA AOLA AOLA AOLA AOLA ACCCCCADEMIC AND TECHNICADEMIC AND TECHNICADEMIC AND TECHNICADEMIC AND TECHNICADEMIC AND TECHNICALALALALAL
INSTITUTIONS (LAINSTITUTIONS (LAINSTITUTIONS (LAINSTITUTIONS (LAINSTITUTIONS (LATI)TI)TI)TI)TI)

The students of Loyola I.T.I went in two batches to
the Sacred Heart College, Shembagnur for a 3-day
Environmental Awareness and Training Programme under
the leadership of Br . Ignacy , the Principal of LITI.
Invariably all the students acquired a love for nature and
started promoting and protecting the environment in the
LATI campus. LATI thanks Fr.S. John Britto,  and his
team for inspiring and educating loyolaities through this
training.

Our sincere thanks to Fr. Britto Pete r, the PCF for
his timely visit during the Birth Centenary celebration of
Fr. Pedro Arrupe.  His visitation of LATI enthused all the
members especially the scholastics. He inspired us
through his recollection focusing on the Life of Fr Pedro
Arrupe, through a video programme and insisted upon
the need for total commitment to imprint the Jesuit
hallmark in the hearts of the people, especially the
student community.

Fr. Stephen Muthu  addressed a joint staff meeting
of different units in the LATI campus on “Know Y our
Organization”  as  part of an ongoing training programme
for the staff. To enhance the role and influence of the lay
staff,  he is conducting a series of training programmes
for them on “Know Yourself; Know your Team and Know
your Organization”.

Sch. Maria Packiam  was invited to talk on “AIDS:
The New Challenges to Life” to the building construction
workers organized by the Tamil Nadu State AIDS Control
Federation, Madurai.

The 9 th Alumni Meet of the Madurai Community
College (MCC) was held at the MCC premises and the
old students came to the LATI campus with a nostalgic
sense of  grat i tude.  Most  of  them shared their  l i fe
experiences which enthused the staff of MCC. Mr. Siva
Ayyanan,  spoke on “How to become an Entrepreneur”
and explained projects offered by the government. Mrs.
Maliga , an entrepreneur also addressed us on “the
St a tus  o f  W omen Ent repreneursh ip  and  the i r
Challenges”.  The celebration of the old students of MCC
meet ended with the joy of sharing  meals.

ST ARST ARST ARST ARST ARULANANDULANANDULANANDULANANDULANANDAR,  ORIYURAR,  ORIYURAR,  ORIYURAR,  ORIYURAR,  ORIYUR

In commemoration of the Birth Centenary of Fr. Pedro
Arrupe, we named a newly constructed wing ‘Arrupe
Block’; Fr. Mathew J. Moolel  blessed it and Fr. Ignacy
opened it.  We had a day of recollection when we had a
deep reflection on Love as the root and foundation of
our religious life  based on Fr. Arrupe’s life and mission,
guided by Fr. Moolel.

The feast of Christ the King was anticipated and
celebrated in a novel way. I t  was observed as the
LEADERSHIP DAY in the parish.  A rich and renovating
liturgy was followed by a workshop cum celebration of
leadership.  About 80 leaders, lay and religious  from all
walks of life, working in the parish, attended it actively.
Mr. Emmanuvel and Mr. Thomas,  Secretaries of the Laity
Commission of Sivagangai Diocese, served as resource
persons and challenged the parish collective leadership
to make practical their potentials.

The Socius  and the PCF visited Oriyur and had a
meeting with the community  and discussed the initiatives
for the development of the John De Britto Shrine.

A. James.

CCCCCARMEL,  NAARMEL,  NAARMEL,  NAARMEL,  NAARMEL,  NAGERGERGERGERGERCOILCOILCOILCOILCOIL

Fr.P.S. Arul ,  Superior,  has been giving regular
charismatic sermons in the churches of the Diocese. And
now he is a very popular charismatic, much sought after
everywhere.

In the School, a science exhibit ion was held to
encourage the creative minds of the students. The
exhibition was kept open for all the students in the town.

During the Novena days of the Diocesan Patron, St.
Francis Xavier more than 1000 staff and students made
a pilgrimage on foot to the cathedral led by  Fr. Stanislaus
with a Eucharistic celebration at the end. Fr. Augustine
preached a f iery sermon. The Chi ldren’s Day was
celebrated as Arrupe Day, with the staff bringing out
different cultural items in order to cheer up and illumine
the minds of the students, in the name of Fr. Arrupe.

Fr.S.M. Arockiam  suffering from very severe pain in
and around his right ear was admitted to the Holy Cross
Hospital and treated there for ten days.

To the great satisfaction of Br . Paul Chinnapp an, Dr .
Innac i ,  fo rmer  Professor  o f  St .  Xav ier ’s  Co l lege,
Palayamkottai, brought out a wonderful epic on martyr
Devasagayam at Ramanputhur, Nagercoil attended by a
large gathering.

S.M.Arockiam

ST XAST XAST XAST XAST XAVIER’S INSTITUTES,  PVIER’S INSTITUTES,  PVIER’S INSTITUTES,  PVIER’S INSTITUTES,  PVIER’S INSTITUTES,  PALAALAALAALAALAYYYYYAMKAMKAMKAMKAMKOOOOOTTTTTTTTTTAIAIAIAIAI

On Nov 26, the college paid homage to its former
principal, Fr. Felix who is no more. During the semester
holidays Schs. Lawrence, S talin  and Velanganni  went
to different places of the southern Tamil Nadu to promote
Jesuit vocations.

Fr S.P. Savarimuthu  preached a thirty-day retreat
and an eight-day retreat to the Sisters of St Anne’s of
Tiruchi .  Fr  V.S.  Manickam  gave valuable ta lks on
Thirukural to university students in different places.  The
Alumni of St Xavier ’s H.S. School and the Aravind Eye
Hospital jointly conducted an eye camp for the staff and
students on October 30. More than 250 students benefited
and spectacles were also given to students free of cost.
November 14 was a day of Triple Celebrations in the
school. The Children’s Day, the Inauguration of Arrupe
Inter-Religious Prayer Hall and the Birth Centenary of Fr
Pedro Arrupe   were celebrated in exuberant mood.   The
School and the Brothers’  Educational Union joint ly
conducted a one-day Science Refresher Course on
November 24 at the District Science centre, Tirunelveli.
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The fourth State Level Basketbal l  Tournament was
organized by the Alumni Association of St Xavier’s H. S.
School from November 30 to December 2. Many teams
from different districts participated and the students were
inspired by the performance of the players. The model
teaching programme of the B.Ed students is over and they
are back to the classes after a rich harvest of experience
and appreciation from the management and the students.

-Godwin Rufus    

ST JOSEPH’S, TIRST JOSEPH’S, TIRST JOSEPH’S, TIRST JOSEPH’S, TIRST JOSEPH’S, TIRUCHIUCHIUCHIUCHIUCHI

On 7 th November, at the Science and Adventure Club
of Tiruchi, Fr. S. John Britto,  Director of the Rapinat
Herbarium, using slides put on show a stunning variety
of flora and flowers of the western Ghats. Fr. Britto
wrapp ing  up  the  show,  to ld  the  aud ience  tha t  a
breakthrough in technology “Can only unravel the beauty
of nature and not reproduce it”. On 15 th November, St.
Joseph ’s  Co l lege  s igned a  memorandum o f
understanding (MoU) with Huaihua University, China for
student – faculty exchange programmes and collaborative
research covering various disciplines. The MoU includes
collaboration in video exchanges, e-content development
and exploration of industry interface.  The MoU was
formally signed by Fr. R. Rajarathinam ,  Principal and
Dr.  X ia  L i  Fa,  Pres ident  (Chance l lo r )  o f  Hua ihua
University.

On 20 th November, a total number of 87 students of
the College donated blood at a mass blood donation
camp.

A seven-member UGC committee visited the College
on 21st November to review its autonomy.  The committee
he ld  separa te  meet ings  w i th  the  Pr inc ipa l ,  the
management, the teaching faculty, the non-teaching staff
and the students before visiting the departments and
observing the facilities on the campus.  The next phase
of autonomy will be valid from 2007-08 to 2012-13.   The
committee was headed by Fr. Xavier Alphonse , and took
stock of the initiatives taken by St. Joseph’s College to
blend equity with excellence.

The extension department, SHEPHERD organized a
two-day science exhibition, ‘Land to Lab’, on 23rd and 24 th

November on the college campus for the village school
students; One of the main attractions of the exhibition
was a flash presentation of the solar system screened by
the students of the Physics Department.  Against a
dynamic backdrop, the presentation showed the number
of moons surrounding each planet, rotation of the planets
around the sun and the distance between the planets.
The exhibition was sponsored by the Tamil Nadu State
Council for Science and Technology.

On 25 th November, the students’ counci l  of  the
College organized the campus Passport Programme.
Over 1500 applications were processed at the camp and
was supervised by the Regional Passport officer, S.
Balachandran. The camp was conducted as part of his
initiative to reach out to students and enable them to file
their passport applications online without any hassle.
This was the first camp to be held in an arts and science
college by the passport office.

Louis Xavier

ICRDCE, CHENNAIICRDCE, CHENNAIICRDCE, CHENNAIICRDCE, CHENNAIICRDCE, CHENNAI

ICRDCE conducted one-day workshops in North India
to popularize the concept in the States which do not have
community colleges. i) At Bhubaneswar, 44 participants
in collaboration with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Annecy
ii) Fifty-two participants from Assam, Nagaland, Tripura
and Maghalaya:   the Mart in Luther King Chr ist ian
University took the initiative iii) Department of Minority
Affairs of West Bengal organized a one-day Consultation
on the 5 th of November in Kolkota with 76 participants
from Madrassa Muslim Organizations of the State.

The ICRDCE conducted the 19 th Teachers’ Training
Programme fo r  the  Communi ty  Co l leges  w i th  54
participants, 10 belonging to the Community Polytechnics
of the Haryana State and 8, sponsored by the Government
of West Bengal, belonging to Muslim Societies and Trusts.

The Cluny Sisters of Karaikal inaugurated their new
Community College in a new building on the 11 th of
November in the presence of their Superior General and
the Provincial.  The Director of the ICRDCE gave the
keynote address, explaining the concept and functioning
of the community colleges.  Fr. A. Irudayaraj , Director,
St. Joseph’s Communtiy College, Nagapattinam shared
the success stories of the Tsunami-affected college
students.

Xavier Alphonse

LAAS, MADURAILAAS, MADURAILAAS, MADURAILAAS, MADURAILAAS, MADURAI

Fr. Jeyaseelan went to Delhi in October to teach
Canon Law. We organized a day-long programme for the
battered women numbering 35, in LAAS Il lam which
evoked a good response. Their gloomy and frightened
faces turned glittering and hopeful at the end of the day.
We won a year-long battle by obtaining 1 lakh rupees
each as  compensat ion  to  2  pet i t ioners  who were
subjected to inhuman torture and illegal confinement by
the S.P. Pattinam police. They were subjected to torture
in a case of kidnap, rape and murder of a 13 year old girl
studying in our Oriyur School in 1997. But to the shock
and surprise of the Trial Court, the girl Sujatha was alive
in 2006 with a child in her hand. We obtained orders for
CBI enquiry as well as registration of F.I.R. against the
erring officials. This is the first case in which the Madurai
Bench has awarded compensation to the tune of rupees
1 lakh. Another major litigation we fought and won in the
High Court this month was, stopping the eviction of 22
Dal i t  fami l ies f rom their  35-year o ld set t lement in
Sivaganga District. The Legal Aid camps we organize in
the villages are widely appreciated. Our service through
litigation reaches out to many victims. The saddest event
of this month for us was the great loss of Fr. Santhanam’s
father.

Philomin Raj

IDEAS, MADURAIIDEAS, MADURAIIDEAS, MADURAIIDEAS, MADURAIIDEAS, MADURAI

Down the memory lane should go IDEAS for the two-
month tireless efforts of Jebamalai Raja  and Eugine who
jointly gave unstinted cooperation to the diocesan clergy
in making the Jaathi Maruppu Maanadu, held on 5 th & 6 th

Nov. in Madurai, a resounding success. To add to his joy
on this occasion, J. Raja’ s  two recent publications were
released at the Maanadu venue: Samuthaya Paguppaivu
and Jaathi Ozhippu.
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As usual the campus bust led with a number of
activities in Sept-Nov: a ten-day training in Sept. on social
analys is  by J.  Raja  for  the youth of  var ious Dal i t
movements, a six-day media education workshop in Nov.
by  Stephen Mar t in ,  a  f i ve -day  lega l  seminar  by
Philominraj , a two-day training in Nov. for youth from
KARISAL, a trainers’ training by Eugine , a training for
the cadres of Arunthathiyar movements and a training for
the members of Jaathi Ozhippu Munnani. To add to this
list was our Regents’ three-day orientation programme
meant to sift and synthesize their experiences.

On Nov. 23 rd Stephen Mart in presented a wel l
prepared paper titled “Media Stereotypes of Inter-religious
Understanding” at the South India Seminar of SIGNIS
INDIA, held at Sathangai Academy, Madurai on the theme
“Media at the Service of Inter-Religious Understanding”.
Being informative, analytic and insightful in content, and
relevant and futuristic in perspective, the paper evoked
unexpected interest as well as provoked the participants
to animated discussion.

Besides animating the seminarians from St Paul’s
Seminary,  Tr ichy,   dur ing  the i r  v i l lage immers ion
programme at Kottur, a substation of Theni parish, and
later conducting a refresher programme at Coimbatore
on 9-10 Nov. for the social action commission members
of the Coimbatore Presentation Sisters, Eugine  reports
of two other important events. He accompanied a 16-
memer delegation from Tamil Nadu, led by Mr. Bastin of
PEAK, to participate in the seminar organized by SAPI in
Nov.  a t  ISI -Delh i  on Disp lacement  and Migrat ion:
Searching for Alternatives. On 27 & 28 Nov. he conducted
at Nochiodaipatty a TOT workshop for JRS Distr ict
Coordinators on Creative Responses to Multifaceted
Refugee Reality.

Away in Western Australia in Aug-Sept for a novena
preaching ministry, Aloy was in Myanmar in Sept-Oct to
revive the spirit in him of his historical origins. Directed
by POSA and Provincial Deva, he did some investigative
groundwork for JCSA in view of the South Asian Jesuit
Assistancy’s collaboration with the East Asian Assistancy
in future in the 45-year old mil i tary ruled Myanmar.
November found him in Sweden speaking at the Sixth
Annual Conference of the Swedish Forum for Human
Rights in Stockholm on the findings of his research
“Violence against Dalit Women in India”, meeting with
academics at Stockholm and Uppsala Universities on
advocacy research methods, and engaging in lobbying
efforts with the Swedish Foreign Ministry on the Dalit
Rights cause.

   Aloysius Irudayam

THOZHAMAI ILLAM,  KANYTHOZHAMAI ILLAM,  KANYTHOZHAMAI ILLAM,  KANYTHOZHAMAI ILLAM,  KANYTHOZHAMAI ILLAM,  KANYAKUMARIAKUMARIAKUMARIAKUMARIAKUMARI

As usual individuals and small groups of religious
came for spir i tual  renewal.   Fr.  Lawrence Gabriel
directed a retreat for CIC Sisters in Madurai and Fr.
Valiaveeti l  in Thozhamai I l lam itself.  Fr.M. Jeyaraj
attended an interfaith retreat organized by Hamsa and
Harmony.  On that occasion he released a booklet
“Guidelines for Interfaith Dialogue”. Fr. Korkoniyas
Moses  presented a paper on Brahmabandhav Upadhyay,
a pioneer in promoting interreligious understanding and
harmony.

C. Valiaveetil

GGGGGANSOANSOANSOANSOANSOVILLE, DEVVILLE, DEVVILLE, DEVVILLE, DEVVILLE, DEVAKAKAKAKAKOOOOOTTTTTTTTTTAIAIAIAIAI

Special basic coaching classes are being conducted,
during weekends, at the PALMERA house for Dal i t
students of our area ably supported by Mr. Joseph Raj
and Mr. Kulandaisamy, staff of De Britto HSS.

The field animators had a one-day session to equip
themselves for on-going intense field work in the villages.

On 17 Nov. nearly 250 people turned up for the Health
Awareness Camp, a joint venture of GANSOVILLE with
the Arockia Hospital, Sarugani, organized in the Uruvatti
panchayat.  The Sisters of SAT and the local animators
assisted us.

A big thanks to the Rector and Community of Loyola
College for their magnanimous financial support to the
students of DASTEC.

A. Masillamani

KARISKARISKARISKARISKARISAL KADUTHASIAL KADUTHASIAL KADUTHASIAL KADUTHASIAL KADUTHASI

Karisal organized a two-day seminar on November
17 and 18 on “The Living Conditions of Arunthathiyars
and the Response Today” at IDEAS under the able
coordination of Fr. Sahayaraj . Sixty youths from Karisal
participated in the programme which focused on the need
for dynamism and rights-based approach to development.

KARISAL init iated a new project of fund-raising
through supplying notebooks to our institutions. The
heads of our schools were approached regarding the
launch. Our educational institutions are welcome to
contact Fr. Sahayaraj  regarding further information to
help us.

PACKIAM Nalavazhvu Maiyam conducted a camp on
November 4 for our students at Muthan Illam starting with
height-weight survey to better plan medical treatment.
The medical  team distr ibuted basic medicines and
created awareness on Tuberculosis (TB) in 24 villages in
October and November. Adadhodai tonic , Murungai
thailam,  Wheatgrass  juice are our latest preparations
which are in great use by our students to fight cold and
gain better resistance against sickness.

Our People’s Media Unit released a Hindi Version CD
of the World Social Forum (WSF) 2007 coverage. The
Unit has also worked on the complete photo coverage of
the Saath i  Maruppu Maanadu held  a t  Madura i  on
November 5 and 6.

On November 17 a seminar was conducted for our
students by Mr. Neducheralathan on “Go-getter-efforts
to obtain our Goals”. Mr. Durai Jeyaraman  explained the
new scripts of Tamil alphabets which are more user-
friendly. Our campus was full of youthful energy and
sporting spirit as we had our annual Sports Meet on
November 25.

Lawrence

AICUFAICUFAICUFAICUFAICUF

Thirty-five committed students from all over Tamil
Nadu got a great opportunity to take part in the Cultural
Train ing Camp which was organized at   the State
secretariat Tiruchi.
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 The State full-timers Miss. Thamarai and Mr. Kumar
attended the workshop on displacement and migration
organized in New Delhi.

Arul Ravi

JRS / TNJRS / TNJRS / TNJRS / TNJRS / TN

Province Social  Act ion Coordinator Fr .  Eugine
conducted a two-day seminar on creative response to
multifaceted camps to JRS staff.  This will help them to
organize creatively programmes for refugee children,
teachers and leaders in our camps.

Mr. Karpoora Sundarapandian, Special Commissioner
of Rehabilitation in charge of 79,003 refugees in 117
camps, opened at Gopalasamudram camp a newly
constructed hall by JRS with financial assistance from
CRS (Catholic Relief Service). Fr .P.S.  Aru l  opened
another such hall at Sanmugarengapuram camp in Nellai
District. Fr. Arrupe’s Birth Centenary was celebrated in
almost all the refugee camps.

Fr. Prem Kumar  enthused the staff and JRS teachers
of several Districts by attending various programmes such
as Centenary celebrations of Arrupe, opening  three
community hal ls  in Salem Distr ic t  and dist r ibut ing
certificates in tailoring centres.

Sch. John Paul along with scholastics of Berchmans
Illam conducted sports and games in Thiruvalluvar Dt.

On 29 th of November Bishop Antony Pappusamy
honoured by his presence our monthly meeting at LIFE
Cent re ,  Noch iyoda ipa t t i .   He  apprec ia ted  JRS
Coordinators’ service for the most rejected.

On 30 th of November all the 30 Coordinators of JRS
gathered at Beschi, Dindigul around the grave of  Fr. Felix
Savarimuthu and paid homage to him.  Fr. Singarayan
led the prayer service.

On the same day the JRS Coordinators went on a
pilgrimage to Poondi to thank the Lord through our
Blessed Mother Mary for all the Blessings received in the
year 2007.  Fr. Vinny Joseph   presided over the Eucharist
at the Shrine.

 Prem Kumar

KALANGKALANGKALANGKALANGKALANGARAI, NAARAI, NAARAI, NAARAI, NAARAI, NAGGGGGAPAPAPAPAPAAAAATTINAMTTINAMTTINAMTTINAMTTINAM

Mrs. Karin from Germany visited us and stayed with
us for five days. Right from the beginning, she was very
support ive for  a l l  our  in i t ia t ives especia l ly  for  the
empowerment of widows and abandoned women in
Nagapptinam district. Besides visiting some the widows’
group in the villages, she also made a brief visit to St.
Joseph’s  Communi ty  Col lege and encouraged the
students.  Her  message was:  sheer  handwork and
motivation would definitely bring success in life.  Fr. Paul
Mike  made her visit a fruitful one.

Two of  our  s taf f  a t tended a weeklong t ra in ing
programme on media education in IDEAS and they in turn
tried their best to instill critical awareness in the students
of evening study centres. Also, two of our widows’
animators attended a five-day legal training in IDEAS and
it really helped them to enlighten the widows on legal
issues.

Sch. Andrew  made an elaborate arrangement for the
celebration of Children’s Day at all the evening study

centres in four zones namely, Kollidam, Poompuhar,
Tharangambadi and Vedaranyam. Around a hundred
children participated in each zone where they had useful
input sessions in the morning and various competitions
in the evening. The children went home not only with
prizes but also with fond memories of fellowship and
accompaniment.

Val lam Jesuit  community made a pi lgr image to
Vailanganni and stayed overnight in our house. We
celebrated a thanksgiving Eucharist at the Shrine Basilica
of Vailaganni on the occasion of the Silver Jublilee of Fr.
A. Augustine  and the Birthday of Fr.Yesumarian . We
cherished the fellowship and company of Jesuits.

Fr. Anbu , the vocation promoter was with us for three
days t irelessly hunting for vocations in and around
Nagapttinam and Karaikal.

Sch. S tephen , LASAC regent, was here to give classes
on motivation to the students. He was busy conducting a
one-day camp for the school students, and also spared
time to motivate the Community College students.

A.Irudaya Raj

NEW RELEASES

í “A Present For The Future ”  by Fr. Jerry Rosario,
Vaigarai Pathippagam, Dindigul, pp. 132, Rs. 25/-

í “md;dkmd;dkmd;dkmd;dkmd;dk ;;;;;” by Fr. Jebamalairaja, Vaigarai

Pathippagam, Dindigul, pp. 156, Rs. 35/-

í “rhjp xopg;G - mwnewp ,iwapay; ghHitrhjp xopg;G - mwnewp ,iwapay; ghHitrhjp xopg;G - mwnewp ,iwapay; ghHitrhjp xopg;G - mwnewp ,iwapay; ghHitrhjp xopg;G - mwnewp ,iwapay; ghHit ”
by Fr. Jebamalairaja, Vaigarai Pathippagam,
Dindigul, pp. 120, Rs. 30/-

í “fpuhkj;Jf; Fl;bf;fijfs;fpuhkj;Jf; Fl;bf;fijfs;fpuhkj;Jf; Fl;bf;fijfs;fpuhkj;Jf; Fl;bf;fijfs;fpuhkj;Jf; Fl;bf;fijfs; ”; by Fr. Xavier

Antony, ehl;lhH tof;fhw;wpay; Ma;T
ikak;> ghisak;Nfhl;il pp. 112, Rs. 40/-

í “mz;zy; mUg;Ngmz;zy; mUg;Ngmz;zy; mUg;Ngmz;zy; mUg;Ngmz;zy; mUg;Ng “  by Fr. Jerry Rosario, SJ,
Vaigarai Pathippagam, Dindigul, pp. 110 Rs. 10/-
(for bulk orders – Rs. 6 only)

ABIDE  WITH  THE  LABIDE  WITH  THE  LABIDE  WITH  THE  LABIDE  WITH  THE  LABIDE  WITH  THE  L ORDORDORDORDORD

Fr. A. Antonysamy , (JAM) 74/55 on 12 Nov at Jamshedpur

Br Peter Prabalam   (KAR) 77/42  on 1 Dec at Bangalore

Fr Boniface Kujur  (JAM) 72/49 on 2 Dec at Mugma,
Dhanbad

Br. Mathew Parackal  (KER) 71/46 on 4 Dec at Trivandrum

Mrs. Ponnuthai Mary  (84), mother of  Fr. Gilburt Camillus
on  11 Nov. at Madurai

Mr. Arockiasamy  (84), father of Fr. A. Santhanam on 15
Nov. at Punalvasal

Sr. Mary Wenceslaus  ICM (85), sister of  Fr. Michael
Alosanai and aunt of Fr. John Pragasam on 21 Nov at
Dindigul

Mrs. Arulmani  (72) mother of Fr. Paul Mike on 1 Dec at
Kosavapatti
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FFFFFrrrrr. F. F. F. F. Felelelelel ix Saix Saix Saix Saix Savvvvvarimarimarimarimarim uthu, SJuthu, SJuthu, SJuthu, SJuthu, SJ

19.11.1 940 – 20.11.2007

Fr. Felix’s death  was
sudden and qu i te
unexpec ted .   He  was
serv ing  as  pas to r  in
Mandapam Camp.   He had
just  ce lebrated h is  67 th

birthday with a few friends
on November  19 th.  The
fo l low ing  morn ing  he
complained of chest pain
and called the people in
the presbytery.  It was  a
massive heart attack and
at about 06:30 am he was
no more.

Fr. Stephen Kulandai , Rector of St. Mary’s, Madurai
made all the arrangements to bring the body  to Beschi
Illam on 20 th evening.  It lay in state in the parlour for Fr.
Felix’s friends and relatives to pay their last respects to
him.

The funeral Mass was at 9:00 am on November 21.
Our institutions were well represented, including lay
persons from the Jesuit colleges.  Before beginning to
serve at Mandapam Camp Fr. Felix  was serving as
spiritual director in the Bishop’s House, Sivagangai and
there fo re  many d iocesan pr ies ts  a lso  came f rom
Sivaganga i  bes ides  the i r  B ishop the  Most  Rev .
Susaimanickam .  The Bishop of Dindigul also came,
garlanded the body and blessed it.

The requiem Mass was presided over by the Bishop
of Sivagangai.  There were about sixty concelebrants.
The Provincial in his introduction recalled that Fr. Felix
was a dedicated person.  Whether he was a professor in
a college or a spiritual director in the Bishop’s House or
a pastor in the refugee camp, Fr. Felix was ever ready to
do whatever the Superiors told him to do.

In his homily Fr. S.P. Savarimuthu remarked that he
was always cheerful in accordance with his name Felix
which means happy.

At the close of the Mass Mr. Viagappan recalled the
happy moments he had with Fr. Felix  before and after
h is  o rd ina t ion .   In  h is  remin iscences  B ishop
Susaimanickam extolled the service rendered by Fr. Felix
not only in the Bishop’s House as a spiritual director but
also in the neighbouring Carmel convent, in Leo Justin
Seminary  and  in  d i f fe ren t  par ishes .   The  B ishop
mentioned how Fr. Felix had borrowed from him his notes
on Discipleship promising that he would record them on
a compact disc.

The body was blessed by Fr. Provincial.  At the
cemetery the final rites were performed by Fr. Britto
Vincent  and the body was lowered into the grave amidst
a shower of roses.   May his soul rest in peace.

Fr. Mampra

BR. PRABR. PRABR. PRABR. PRABR. PRAGGGGGASAM ALASAM ALASAM ALASAM ALASAM AL OOOOOYYYYYSIUSSIUSSIUSSIUSSIUS, SJ, SJ, SJ, SJ, SJ

20.06.1929 – 01.12.2007

Bro  Pragasam
Aloysius SJ breathed his
las t  a t  1 :40  a .m.  on
Saturday 1st  Decem ber.

W h e n B r . P r a g a s a m
came to  St .  Joseph ’s
Co l lege  communi ty  in
2005,  he   remained
cheerful and maintained a
harmonious rapport with
a l l  the  communi ty
members.

A month ago, when Br.
Pragasam was serv ing
himself soup on Sunday, 4th November, he lost balance
and slipped to the floor, fracturing his thigh bone. Br . B
John Britto , the  minister and Fr. S. Roche  took him to
CSI Hospital  where he was kept in ICU  for a few days
for treatment. Since his sugar count was high, the initial
medication was done to bring it down. Once he maintained
a normal count, Dr  Samson Daniel , conducted an
operation on him after which he was steadily improving.
Two days before his death, he  started swooning due to
unsteady sugar count and soon turned to unconscious
state from which he never recovered. He was kept on
ventilator for a day. The end came at 1:40 am on the first
of December.

His body was brought to the Jesuit Residence around
10.00 a.m. The college  remained closed as a mark of
respec t  to  the  deceased Bro ther.  The  obsequ ies
started at 3.30 p.m. and Fr.M. Devadoss , the Provincial
presided over the  Eucharist. In his introduction, Fr
Provincial highlighted the silent service rendered by
Bro Pragasam to the Society. Fr Joseph Antony Samy
preached a fitting homily. At the close of the Holy Mass,
Fr.A. Pappuraj  and Mr. Albert, a very close relative of
the Brother, shared  their experiences with Brother. Fr S
Lazar , the  Rector fondly captured the last days of Bro.
Pragasam, saying that Brother gave trouble to none in
his last years, and warmly thanked all those who helped
Bro Pragasam during his last days. Fr Provincial  blessed
the  mor ta l  remains  o f  Bro ther  and  the  body
was laid to rest, with Fr. Roche  and the Camboulives
College Band playing,  ”Nearer my God to Thee”, in the
crypt of the Church. May the soul of Bro. Pragasam rest
in peace.

Fr. Paul Pragash


